
Cost of the EU - let's spend our money on our priorities
B R I E F I N G

£512,570,518,628

FA C T
Since 1973, the Government has sent over £500 billion to the EU, three times the annual NHS budget
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The EU now costs the UK over £350 million each week - nearly £20 billion a year
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FA C T
Our EU contributions are enough to build a new, fully-staffed NHS hospital every week
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FA C T
EU regulation costs small businesses millions every week, energy rules cost consumers and businesses millions more
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BRITAIN SENDS £350 MILLION A WEEK TO THE EU
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Since Britain joined the EU in 1973, we have paid over £500,000,000,000 into the EU – that’s half a trillion pounds, or one third of our national debt.

Over the past decade alone, Britain paid over £150 billion to the EU budget. We send about £350 million to Brussels every week. This is about half the

English schools budget, four times the Scottish schools budget, four times the science budget, and about 60 times what we spend on the NHS Cancer

Drugs fund.

This money is not well spent. Billions are lost to fraud and waste – in 2014 the EU failed to spend €6.3 billion in accordance with its own rules, and was

slammed (/web/20160512000618/http://www.eca.europa.eu/Lists/ECADocuments/auditinbrief-2014/auditinbrief-2014-EN.pdf#page=6) by its own

auditors.

The UK has been one of the largest contributors to the EU budget, often contributing much more than other large European countries like France and

Italy. Since 1975, we have always paid in far more than what we have taken out.

EU RULES COST EVERY PART OF THE ECONOMY AND EVERY PART OF BRITAIN

EU rules delay our building of schools and hospitals and add millions to the cost.

EU laws have increased the cost of energy for families, businesses and public services, and the EU forces us to increase taxes on energy which

particularly hits poorer families.

EU rules force us to impose VAT on things against our interests and against the promises of parties during elections.

EU rules stop us building the homes we need, with rules like the Habitats Directive causing problems.

We waste money in Brussels that could be spent on things like flood defences here, hitting communities.

EU laws force the closing of power plants in the UK, reducing capacity, increasing the risk of power cuts, and increasing costs.

EU regulation costs (/web/20160512000618/http://openeurope.org.uk/intelligence/britain-and-the-eu/top-100-eu-rules-cost-britain-33-3bn/) UK

small businesses over £600 million every week.

EU rules cost farmers and fishermen millions, destroy businesses, and harm the environment

EU rules damage the development of new technologies. This costs all of us in the long-term

Stupid EU rules cost us, such as the Clinical Trials Directive that badly delayed the testing of cancer drugs.

Damaging rules often come from lobbying by big multinational corporations trying to eliminate competition from entrepreneurs and small businesses.

'Single Market' rules include disastrous regulations such as the Clinical Trials Directive that badly delayed the testing of cancer drugs. The costs of the

'Single Market' outweigh the benefits

(/web/20160512000618/https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/voteleave/pages/212/attachments/original/1451390475/151226_Cost_of_single_market.pdf)

This EU system is very slow and hard to fix when it goes wrong and we have (www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/briefing_control) only 8.5% of the votes in

the crucial EU Council that makes the rules.

EU law forbids our elected Government from scrapping VAT on key items, from sanitary products to energy bills, pushing up costs for everybody. 'Single

Market' rules control (/web/20160512000618/https://www.gov.uk/guidance/buying-for-schools/3d-run-your-own-procurement-high-value-and-eu-tenders)

how we build schools and hospitals adding billions to costs and favouring huge multinationals over small and medium sized businesses. This EU

system is very slow and hard to fix when it goes wrong.

WE WILL PAY FOR EU FAILURE

If we vote to remain in the EU, we are voting to make this damaging situation permanent. UK taxpayers will keep paying for the huge bills caused by the

euro crisis. These bills will only increase. All this money could be better spent on the UK’s priorities, like the NHS, schools, and fundamental science

research. Even worse, the EU is planning

(/web/20160512000618/http://www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/the_five_presidents_report_and_the_next_eu_treaty) another new Treaty that will give

even more powers to the EU including over your taxes.

Let's spend our money on our priorities like the NHS.
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That’s why the safer option is to Vote Leave, stop sending £350 million a week to Brussels, and spend that money on our priorities
instead.

Key Facts
Useful facts, videos and graphics to share with your friends and family

VIDEO: If we vote Leave, we can take back control from Brussels

 Share on Facebook  (/web/20160512000618/http://www.facebook.com/share.php?
u=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9La0WGBgwiA&title=Vote+Leave,+take+control)

 Post to Twitter  (/web/20160512000618/http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?
status=Vote+Leave,+take+control+https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=0tItgGcWVHw&via=vote_leave&hashtag=voteleave) Share on Google+

(/web/20160512000618/https://plus.google.com/share?url=https://youtu.be/0tItgGcWVHw)
 Send via Email  (mailto:?

subject=Vote+Leave,+take+control&body=https://youtu.be/0tItgGcWVHw%0D%0A%0D%0A)

!
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We send 60 times more money to Brussels than we spend on the NHS Cancer Drugs Fund

 Share on Facebook  (/web/20160512000618/http://www.facebook.com/share.php?
u=http://voteleavetakecontrol.org/briefing_cost&title=Briefing%20Room:%20the%20cost%20of%20the%20European%20Union)

 Post to Twitter  (/web/20160512000618/https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=697796248234041344&hashtag=voteleave)
Share on Google+  (/web/20160512000618/https://plus.google.com/share?url=http://voteleavetakecontrol.org/briefing_cost)

 Send via Email  (mailto:?subject=Briefing Room: the cost of the European
Union&body=http://voteleavetakecontrol.org/briefing_cost)

!
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Don’t believe BSE’s scaremongering

The EU-funded BSE campaign’s claim that households are financially better off inside in the EU has been completely refuted by independent experts.

Channel 4’s independent Factcheck said the figures were ‘fiction’.

Further Reading
 

Britain has now paid more than half a trillion pounds into the EU budget - LINK (pdf)

(/web/20160512000618/https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/voteleave/pages/271/attachments/original/1461002084/Britain_has_now_paid_more_than_half_a_trillion_pounds_to_the_EU-

2.pdf?1461002084)

The Single Market is failing British businesses - LINK (pdf)

(/web/20160512000618/https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/voteleave/pages/212/attachments/original/1451390475/151226_Cost_of_single_market.pdf)

UK lack of influence in the EU costs taxpayer billions - LINK

(/web/20160512000618/http://www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/uk_lack_of_influence_in_the_eu_costs_taxpayer_billions)

http://web.archive.org/web/20160512000618/http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http://voteleavetakecontrol.org/briefing_cost&title=Briefing%20Room:%20the%20cost%20of%20the%20European%20Union
http://web.archive.org/web/20160512000618/https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=697796248234041344&hashtag=voteleave
http://web.archive.org/web/20160512000618/https://plus.google.com/share?url=http://voteleavetakecontrol.org/briefing_cost
mailto:?subject=Briefing%20Room:%20the%20cost%20of%20the%20European%20Union&body=http://voteleavetakecontrol.org/briefing_cost
http://web.archive.org/web/20160512000618/https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/voteleave/pages/271/attachments/original/1461002084/Britain_has_now_paid_more_than_half_a_trillion_pounds_to_the_EU-2.pdf?1461002084
http://web.archive.org/web/20160512000618/https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/voteleave/pages/212/attachments/original/1451390475/151226_Cost_of_single_market.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20160512000618/http://www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/uk_lack_of_influence_in_the_eu_costs_taxpayer_billions


David Cameron admits that we will be fine if we Vote Leave - LINK (/web/20160512000618/https://youtu.be/ggNHiJd4tZ4?t=8s)

WHY VOTE LEAVE?

Why Vote Leave? (/web/20160512000618/http://www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/our_case)

Briefing Room (/web/20160512000618/http://www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/briefing)

Campaign Shop (/web/20160512000618/http://www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/shop)

News & Blog (/web/20160512000618/http://www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/news)

About (/web/20160512000618/http://www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/campaign)

T H E  C A M PA I G N

Volunteer (/web/20160512000618/http://www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/organise)

Contact Us (/web/20160512000618/http://www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/contact)

Events (/web/20160512000618/http://www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/events)

Social Media (/web/20160512000618/http://www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/social_media)

Jobs (/web/20160512000618/http://www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/jobs)

A C T I V I S T  C E N T R E

Get Involved (/web/20160512000618/http://www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/organise)

Campaign Resources (/web/20160512000618/http://www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/campaign_resources)

Spread the Word (/web/20160512000618/http://www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/spread_the_word)

Outreach Groups (/web/20160512000618/http://www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/outreach_groups)

W E B S I T E

Sign Up (/web/20160512000618/http://www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/sign_up_page)

Donate (/web/20160512000618/http://www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/donate)

Quiz (/web/20160512000618/http://www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/quiz)

Created with NationBuilder (/web/20160512000618/http://nationbuilder.com/)

Promoted by Matthew Elliott on behalf of Vote Leave, both at Westminster Tower, 3 Albert Embankment, Lambeth, SE1 7SP

Register to Vote (/web/20160512000618/http://www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/register_to_vote)

Disability Access (/web/20160512000618/http://www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/accessibility)

Terms of Service (/web/20160512000618/http://www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/terms)

Privacy Policy (/web/20160512000618/http://www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/privacy)

Contact (/web/20160512000618/http://www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/contact)

Jobs (/web/20160512000618/http://www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/jobs)

Join (/web/20160512000618/http://www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/sign_up_page)  Login (login/)
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